Study #7: Complaining

1. When someone speaks of “complaining to God”, what are some of your first concerns?

2. Focus on one of the complaint prayers (Ps. 55:1-3, 13-14, 17;Job 10:1-3, 8-9, 11-12, 18-19;23:2-3; 8-10, 13-14; Jer. 1:9-10;18-19; 12: 1,3 ; 20:7-8). In what ways is that particular prayer of complaint also a prayer of faith?

3. Why do you think that God never explained to Job why he was suffering?

4. What do you gain by Job’s final encounter with God? 

5. If you were in Jeremiah’s sandals, what would you complain about?

6. In what ways is “Weeping Prophet” an appropriate title for Jeremiah?

7. Why is a lifelong walk with God likely to include prayers of complaint?

8. Packer says that “regenerate people feel through their minds and think through their feelings.” If this is true, how would it affect the way you talk to God about the harsh realities of your life?

9. What do you find helpful about Paul’s experience with complaining to God about a “thorn”?
10. “Small – the sense of being in every way limited – is healthy in 
the presence of 
  
  God”. How might this statement help you to prepare to bring your complaints to 
 
  God?

Pray

· Job’s friends sat in silence with him for seven days – and that was the best part of their ministry to him.  Bring to God in wordless prayer one of your major areas of suffering.  For several minutes sit silently in God’s presence allowing his love to absorb your pain. Close your time of wordless prayer by reading God’s encouragement from the Psalms:



Cast you burden on the Lord, and he will sustain you;



He will never permit the righteous to be moved 




(Ps. 55:22)


Pray (with words) your response to him.

· Scan several of the prayers of complaint recorded in Scripture. Select one that seems to touch your own current pain. Using insights you have gained from reading this chapter, pray your own prayer of complaint using a pattern or idea you find in the biblical prayer.

Write
Bring to mind a Christian friend who is currently enduring suffering. Write what you might want to say to that person about complaining to God.
