Study #9: Joining In
1. What do you find naturally attractive or naturally challenging about joining in with other Christians?

2. Study Hebrews 10:24-25. What all do you find here that encourages you to join in with other believers? What would you likely contribute; what would you likely receive?

3. God has called us together to be his body on earth, and that means that by our very relationship with each other, we are to testify to his redeeming power.  When have you been thankful for some of the forms of connections within the church described in this week’s message? 

4. Groups of people, even in church, who join in with some can also “close out” others, perhaps those most needing a sense of belonging among God’s people. How can you guide your church to better extend the love of Jesus to those who do not yet know him?

5. Read Revelation 7. Picture yourself among the diverse people in that scene. Are you comfortable or uncomfortable? Why? How could you begin now to connect with the kinds of people with whom you will someday live forever?

6. “Heaven is the goal of our pilgrimage, the place where through the mercy of Christ every single one of God’s people will spend eternity”. “Every gathering of believers on earth for worship may be properly thought of as a rehearsal for glory that is to come.” When and how have you seen glimpses of heaven in your various “rehearsals” here?

7. What do you find insightful or challenging about the “personal lopsidedness” described in this message (i.e. pietism)?

8. John Wesley is quoted as saying, “There is nothing more unchristian than the solitary Christian”. If John Wesley were sitting next to you, what would you like to say in response?

9. What relationship have you found between your personal prayers and your worship with other believers? How could you use one to improve the other?

10. What counsel about prayer would you offer to a “Reluctant Joiner”?

Pray

· Review the following: 



To live above with the saints we love,



Oh, that will be glory!



But to live below with the saints we know?



Now that’s a different story!

As you come to the line “To live below with the saints we know”, does any particular person come to mind? If so, bring your relationship with that person to God in prayer.

· Read and pray Psalm 34:1-3. Bring to God your personal reflections on each line of the Psalm.

Write

Once again read aloud the selected passages from the book of Revelation (5:11-13; 7:9-12; 14:1-3; 15:2-4; 19:1-5; 22:3-5), allowing your heart and voice and mind to join in that scene. Write your impressions.
