Study # 6: Asking
1. When you reflect on your own patterns of petitionary prayer, what do you see as a current challenge?

2. When you consider the question, what should we ask for, what encourages you to pray?
3. What specific challenges do you find that you would like to work on in order to better pray within God’s will?

4. When you consider the question, what should we ask, how does this help you look at your own motives?

5. When you consider the question, on what basis do we ask, what encouragement and what challenge do you find in the 3-legged stool image?

6. When you consider the question, how does God answer our prayers, how do you think that you could best acknowledge the difference between human and divine perspective when you make requests of God?

7. If a friend complained to you that God had not granted a longstanding prayer, what encouragement could you offer that person?

8. All of us are likely to benefit from talking over with our heavenly Father from time to time how we should order our personal intercessory prayer. What has God brought most strongly to your mind as you worked with the implications of this message? How can you best act on that knowledge?

Pray

· Review the sections of the Westminster Shorter Catechism in the supplemental material and select one of the answers that seems particularly significant to you at this point. Spend ten minutes in meditation and prayer based on that single phrase from the Lord’s Prayer.

· Select one of the apostle Paul’s prayers for the churches at Ephesus, Colossae, Philippi or Thessalonica (see supplemental material). Pray this prayer for a church, a Christian group or church leader.

Write

Compose a paragraph ( or a page) beginning with the following sentence: Believing that God loves me and invites me to present my needs to him in prayer, I hope to improve my praying in the  coming month by ….

Supplemental Material:
Q. 100. What doth the preface of the Lord’s Prayer teach us?
A. The preface of the Lord’s Prayer, which is, Our Father which art in heaven, teacheth us to draw near to God with all holy reverence[207] and confidence,[208] as children to a father,[209] able and ready to help us;[210] and that we should pray with and for others.[211]
Q. 101. What do we pray for in the first petition?
A. In the first petition, which is, Hallowed be thy name, we pray that God would enable us, and others, to glorify him in all that whereby he maketh himself known;[212] and that he would dispose all things to his own glory.[213]
Q. 102. What do we pray for in the second petition?
A. In the second petition, which is, Thy kingdom come, we pray that Satan’s kingdom may be destroyed;[214] and that the kingdom of grace may be advanced,[215] ourselves and others brought into it, and kept in it;[216] and that the kingdom of glory may be hastened.[217]
Q. 103. What do we pray for in the third petition?
A. In the third petition, which is, Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven, we pray that God, by his grace, would make us able and willing to know, obey, and submit to his will in all things,[218] as the angels do in heaven.[219]
Ephesians 3:16-19; Colossians 1:9-12; Philippians 1:9-11; 1 Thessalonians 5:23
